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STATUS OF PROJECT FUNDING 
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NUMBER 1 
Since our last newsletter - - rushed off the x erox machine during the 
critical November debates in Congress-- the status of federal funding 
for the Muir Project is much clearer, thanks to your supportive letters 
and phone calls which kept Washington apprised of our concerns. On 
December 23 we were notified that the National Historical Publications 
and Records Commission had recommended $10,000 for the Muir Project in 
Fiscal Year 1982, with the possibility of a supplementary grant later 
when Congress takes up H.R. 4121 , the regular appropriation bill for 
Treasury , Postal Services and Gene r al Government . However, the future 
looks g rim for both the NHPRC and the National Archives. Already NHPRC 
staff have been cut 50%, and National Archives officials warn of several 
cutbacks in staff and patron services unless Congress restores funds 
that are now cut out of the Administration's current budge t package . 
Although the Muir grant meets only half of our projected 1982 budget, 
we are at least able to retain the fulltime position of editorial as -
sistant and to keep working under a revised project schedule described 
below . In the meantime , we are e x ploring supplemental funding possi -
bilities with three private foundations. By 1983 perhaps a major share 
of project support may come from the private sector. 
PROJECT UPDATE 
Budgetary problems have forced us to revise our project schedule for 
1982. We had originally planned to begin filming this year, but we 
cannot film without funds, and we will not know until at least this 
summer whether our efforts to secure supplementary funding £or 1982 
have paid off. In the meantime, we are continuing to work on the pre -
paration of documentary controls for the 12,000 Muir items thus far 
identified. The revised plan calls for completing the control system 
this spring. We also hope to undertake a thorough test filming this 
year in anticipation of the micropublishing phase which is now sched-
uled for 1983. 
NEW PROJECT STAFF MEMBER 
Ms. Kirsten E. Lewis joined the Project staff February 1 as editorial 
assistant, replacing Janice Magdich who has resigned in order to pursue 
graduate studies in San Diego. Ms. Lewis, a recent graduate of the 
University of California at Davis, has formerly worked for the Haggin 
Museum in Stockton and for the history department of The Oakland Museum. 
A SECOND MUIR CONFERENCE? 
A year has passed since the first John Muir Conference at UOP brought 
scholars together from all parts of the country to energize ~ach other 
with shared papers and commentary. Since then the publication of sev-
eral new books and articles has stirred both wide interest and con-
troversy. Responding to these stimuli, and remembering the enthusiastic 
appeals for more Muir conferences, we think it is time to test the waters 
again. Please let us know if you would be interested in attending or 
participating in a Second Muir Conference to be held sometime this fall 
in Stockton. Please send lists of possible topics and speakers, let us 
know if you would like to be involved in helping arrange a program or 
being either a participant or commentator. Any suggestions or ideas you 
might have will be welcome. 
SYLVESTER F. ADRIAN By Maymie Kimes 
Sylvester F. Adrian of Montello, Wisconsin, the man chiefly responsible 
for the establishment of the John Muir Memorial Park in Marquette County, 
died December 30th at the age of 87. 
In 1940, shortly after moving to Montello, only a few miles from Fountain 
Lake and the site of Muir's boyhood home, Adrian became deeply interested 
in Muir's career. When he learned that Muir's dream had once been to pre -
serve the area around Fountain Lake as a wild floral sanctuary, he de -
termined ~o make that dream come true. 
Over a period of thirty years he labored, often overcoming seemingly 
insurmountable obstacles. The first segment of the Park (40 acres) was 
dedicated May 5, 1957, for which John Muir's granddaughter, Jean Hanna 
de Lipkau, traveled from California to unveil a handsome marker and 
join in the celebration. It took almost another decade to complete the 
Park. By November, 1966, sixty acres had been added, encompassing the 
entire shoreline of Fountain Lake as well as the site of the first Muir 
home, about which Muir wrote so tellingly in The Story of My Boyhood 
and Youth. 
Adrian attempted to have the Park included in the State Park System, then 
later in the Ice Age National Scientific Reserve when it was created in 
the late sixties. To date, this remains his unfinished business. Perhaps 
someone else will take up the torch to make certain that the John Muir 
Memorial Park gains the protection, interpretation, and significance it 
deserves. 
During Adrian's long years of residence near Fountain Lake, he hosted 
many scholars in their pilgrimage to Muir's boyhood haunts. His gener-
osity and unceasing labors leave a rich legacy for us all. 
SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS 
It is time to renew your John Muir Newsletter subscription. A $6.00 
check will cover costs of paper, printing and postage for one year. 
Along with your check we would also appreciate the name and address 
of anyone you know who might be interested in becoming a John Muir 
Newsletter subscriber. To those of you who have already paid this 
year's fee, we wish to express our thanks for your promptness. 
WRITINGS FROM THE MUIR SCRAPBOOKS 
Below is another undated and unidentified clipping from volume one of 
John Muir's scrapbook collection. Internal evidence suggest it was orig-
inally published in 1878 or 1879. The concluding Muir quote is from a 
letter to Jeanne Carr, August 13, 1871. 
TWO CHARMING AMERICAN WRITERS. 
The Washington correspondent of the Troy Ti~es, discussing magazine 
and other matters, thus incidentally alludes to two charming writers, 
John Burroughs and John Muir: 
In landscape sketching John Burroughs and John Muir, each delightful 
in his way, seem to alternate from month to month in S~ribner's vivid 
pages. In the blue parlor, at one of Mrs. Hayes' earlier receptions, a 
round-faced, curly-brown-haired gentleman of perhaps 35 was introduced 
to me as John Burroughs, just as I chanced to be fresh from the delights 
of his "Wake - Robin. " He has the look of quiet, deep content that stu-
dents of nature wear, in strange contrast to the tangled brows of poli-
ticians. One of the first questions he asked me was: "Did you know John 
Muir in California?" I was obliged to answer him that John Muir, the 
high priest and interpreter of the Yosemite, was one of those "people I 
have just missed seeing," whom the not having seen haunts us forever 
with a sense of loss. Our Yosemite party were confident we had secured 
him as a guide, being fortified with a letter of introduction from Mrs. 
Carr of Oakland, the friend and benefactress of his earlier years; but 
on reaching the Valley we found him gone up into the Little Yosemite to 
escort a party of adventurous male tourists, and thus quite beyond our 
reach. The same year Emerson was more fortunate than we. A letter in 
advance from Professor · and Mrs. Carr secured for him Mr. Milir 's devoted 
attendance during his stay in the Yosemite. On returning to Oakland, 
Emerson said of him enthusiastically: "He is more wonderful than 
Thoreau," and John Muir wrote to Mrs. Carr of his distinguished guest 
and neophyte, "He is the Sequoia Gigcmtea of the human race." 
Mr. Muir is a Scotchman of 40 or thereabouts, without domestic ties 
in this country that I have ever leared. He was a student at the State 
University of Wisconsin at Madison when Professor Carr taught natural 
science there. There was a winsome quaintness about him then, in his 
method of research, and in his simple, self-abnegating poverty of life. 
He hibernated in the valley, enjoying the winter grandeur of that un-
rivaled region, and writing out the results of his explorations in that 
illuminated style which he is master, and which makes his articles seem 
so panoramic a series of brilliant word-painting. He is slight of fig-
ure and lithe and strong of limb. He is born to interpret rocks and 
trees and gorges and waterfalls as genial John Burroughs is the born 
WRITINGS FROM THE MUIR SCRAPBOOKS, Corit. 
interpreter of bird-life and bird-love and bird-lore in general. Al-
though~ as said above~ I have never seen Mr. Muir~ I have read many 
of his letters~ and they are as charming in their graphic spontaneity 
as anything he has written for print. Before me lies one written in 
August~ which month in that high altitude is almost like October with 
us. I quote a felicitous descriptive paragraph: 
YOSEMITE~ August 13~ 18--
I cannot escape from the powers of the mountains. The purples and 
yellows begin to come in the green of our groves. The water-songs are 
at their lowest hushings. The young birds are as big as the old ones~ 
and it is the time of ripe berries. Can these be Bryant's melancholy 
days? I will not think. I'll go above these brooding days to the higher~ 
brighter mountains. 
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